| Hear You Knocking

| STAND AT THE DOOR

Rev 3:20-22 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, | will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. To him who overcomes
| will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Father

on His throne. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." ' "

Do you know the old R&B song “I hear you knocking, but you can’t come in”. We also
have the famous Holman Hunt picture of Christ at a long neglected unopened door.

This is often used as an evangelistic verse, and does in fact illustrate Christ’s rejection by
the world. However we must remember that it was actually part of the message to the
Laodicean Church which had become lukewarm.

It is in fact an invitation for us to let Jesus into our lives, individually and corporately as the
church.

It is a lovely one because it talks of “supping”. This is an old English term for intimate fellowship and friendship
over a meal together. Which is what Jesus wants to do? He is seeking as the Living Bread to fellowship and
feed us, but we do need to let him into our lives more.

DO YOU HEAR HIM KNOCKING?

It was customary in those days to when visiting to know and announce who you are. This is what Jesus is
doing. What we have to do is:

e Hear the knock
e Recognise and respond to His voice
e Open the door!

Sometimes are we when sometimes people come round we don’t want to see and pretend to be out?
Or is the house in state we are ashamed to let them in.

Perhaps we feel the need to do some cleaning and re-arranging before we let them in.
Not so with Jesus “Today if your hear His Voice” [Psalm 95/Hebrews 3&4]

Letting Him in will bring closeness healing and cleansing. If we are ashamed to let Him in we need do so even
more.

That said we should be encouraged to prepare our lives for Him as Scripture shows us in many places. Not by
our works, for we can never be acceptable by that, but because of our love for Him. Grace is our enabler!

Isa 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, And to
revive the heart of the contrite ones.

1Jn 3:1-3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of
God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of
God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is, and everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He
is pure.

Page 1
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ROOM AT THE INN

We all see the Christmas story enacted in many school and church plays where Joseph and Mary [Miriam]
cannot find space for the birth of Jesus.

There is a perfectly reasonable explanation because of the census ... and probably Tabernacles why there
was no room, but it could just be that God was using it to demonstrate how things were. “He came to His own
but His own did not receive Him”

The world does not have room for the Lord, so even more reason why we should make sure we do!

Joh 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Psa 119:32 | will run the way of Your Commandments, when You shall enlarge my heart.

Son 1:4 Draw me, we will run after You. The King has brought me into his chambers; we will be glad and
rejoice in You, we will remember Your love more than wine; the upright love You.

FIRST LOVE/LAST DAYS

We are warned and encouraged to keep our love for the Lord fresh, and especially with all the draws of this
world, never to let it grow cold. We must also maintain our love and commitment to His Word, the Truth.

Never, never let you passion for the Lord to slip, or compromise on the full counsel of Scripture.
As we know from Genesis, the oldest trick is “Has God said?”

Rev 2:1 "To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the seven stars in His
right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: "I know your works, your labour, your
patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles
and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, and have laboured for
My name's sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left your
first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else | will come to
you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.

Mat 24:4-14 And Jesus answered and said to them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many will come
in My name, saying, | am Christ, and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See
that you are not troubled, for all these things must occur; but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in different
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they will deliver you up to be afflicted and will kill you.
And you will be hated of all nations for My name's sake. And then many will be offended, and will betray one
another, and will hate one another, and many false prophets will rise and deceive many. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of many will become cold. But he who endures to the end, the same shall
be kept safe. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be proclaimed in all the world as a witness to all nations.
And then the end shall come.

2Th 2:8-14 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the breath of His
mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming, whose coming is according to the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceit of unrighteousness in those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth, so that they might be saved. And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, so that all those who do not believe the truth,
but delight in unrighteousness, might be condemned.

But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brothers beloved of the Lord, because God has from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, to which He
called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 3 tells us that there will be scoffers in the last days, but we look for the New Heavens and Earth and
not for the things of this age:

2Pe 3:13-14 But according to His promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking for these things, be diligent, spotless, and without blemish, to be found
by Him in peace.

2Pe 3:17-18 Therefore, beloved, knowing beforehand, beware lest being led away with the error of the
lawless, you fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Jude 1:17 But you, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,
because they told you that at the last time there will be mockers according to their lusts, leading ungodly
lives. These are those setting themselves apart, animal-like ones, not having the Spirit. But you, beloved,
building yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of
God, eagerly awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to everlasting life. But pity some, making
distinction. But save others with fear, snatching them out of the fire; hating even the garment having been
stained from the flesh. Now to Him being able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you before His
glory without blemish, with unspeakable joy; to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty and
might and authority, even now and forever. Amen.

2Ti 3:1-5 Know this also, that in the last days perilous times will be at hand. For men will be self-lovers,
money-lovers, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, unyielding, false accusers, without self-control, savage, despisers of good, traitors, reckless,
puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying the power
of it; even turn away from these.

Why perilous? .. well apart from the persecution the current of the world will be strong trying to sweep us its
way! Worldly culture is rife in the Church!

A JEALOUS GOD

Exo 34:11-15 Observe what | command you this day. Behold, | am driving out from before you the Amorite
and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. Take heed to yourself, lest
you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. But
you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images (for you shall
worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you make a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of
them invites you and you eat of his sacrifice,

Deu 5:6-11 'l am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
'You shall have no other gods before Me. 'You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 'You shall not take the name of the LORD
your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His nhame in vain.

2Co 11:1 Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear with me.

For | am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one husband, that | may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ. But | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your
minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Jn 5:19-21 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. And we
know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true;
and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. Little children,
keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
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MESSAGE OF THE CROSS

Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me.

Luk 14:26-27 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and
come after Me cannot be My disciple.

1Co 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.

Gal 6:14 But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world
has been crucified to me, and | to the world.

Php 3:17-21 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a
pattern. For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their
shame—who set their mind on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

Col 2:14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us.
And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Heb 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

GRACE ABOUNDS BUT WORKERS TOGETHER

Eph 2:4-10 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised
us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works,
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

2Ti 2:1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Heb 12:28-29 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by
which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.

2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.

Php 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Grace is the great enabler not the great excuser.

We have the Grace and Gift of God to be adopted as sons. As sons we should expect to grow up and mature
as His children. Discipline is an important gift from the Father !
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MAKE ROOM FOR CHRIST TO GROW

Gal 4:19 My little children, for whom | labour in birth again until Christ is formed in you,

Mal 4:2 But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and
you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves.

1Pe 2:2-5 As new-born babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but
chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

2Pe 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory
both now and forever. Amen.

Eph 4:11-25 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,
till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. This
| say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in
the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because
of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have
given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you have not so learned
Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put
off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to
God, in true righteousness and holiness.

Jude 1:24-25 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Saviour, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty,
Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.

Php 3:12-15 Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but | press on, that | may lay hold of
that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended;
but one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are
ahead, | press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as
many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to
you.
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BE FILLED /EXHORT EACH OTHER

Eph 3:14-21 For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width
and length and depth and height—to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

Eph 5:14-21 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light."
See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Col 1:9-14 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that
you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;
giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He
has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Heb 10:19-25 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

1Th 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more,
just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God;

Heb 3:12-17 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living
God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called "TODAY," lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence
steadfast to the end,

Today Hear His Voice

Psalm 95 & Hebrews 4v7:
Again He designates a certain day, saying in David, "TODAY," after such a long time, as it has been said:
"TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS."

Can You Hear Him Knocking ?
Then Let Him in .... Now!
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